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The overall objective of this study was to examine the 
roles of Black fathers. The focus is centered on their 
attitudes and behaviors. The following constructs were 
addressed: (a) belief in physical punishment, (b) role 
reversal, (c) inappropriate parental expectations and (d) 
lack of empathy for the child. A descriptive or quasi- 
experimental research design was used in the study. A self- 
administered questionnaire was given to a sample of two 
hundred seventy five Black men after it was ascertained that 
they were fathers. 
Participants in this study (N = 78), were surveyed 
using the Adolescent-Adult Parenting Index. The results of 
the survey were analyzed using a descriptive statistical 
method which tabulated the percentages and frequencies of 
responses to the four constructs being measured. The 
results showed that the fathers had a strong belief in 
physical punishment as a method of instilling discipline and 
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asserting parental authority, however the results also 
showed that the respondents had appropriate expectations of 
their children at the particular stage of development, that 
the fathers expressed empathy for their children, and that 
the fathers did not demonstrate role reversal and expect the 
children to be responsible for their happiness and expect 
them to be the primary caretakers for their parents. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The dysfunctional view of Black families has been 
primarily related to the cultural ethnocentric approach 
associated with the work of Daniel P. Moynihan,1 whose work 
has resulted in the adaptation of social policies predicated 
on the assumption that the Black family is unstable, 
disorganized and unable to provide its members with the 
social and psychological support and development needed to 
assimilate fully into American society. 
Early studies have characterized the Black family as 
"culturally deviant" with an excessive emphasis being placed 
upon a matriarchal structure, the absence of the father and 
his lack of involvement within the home. Rainwater 
concluded that matriarchal families were pathological and 
detrimental to the personality development of Black 
children.2 Bernard concluded that the matrilocal family is 
seen as an outgrowth of the failure of Black men to fulfill 
xDaniel P. Moynihan, The Negro Family. The Case for 
National Action (Washington, D.C.: Office of Policy 
Planning and Research, U.S. Department of Labor, 1965), 8. 
2Lee Rainwater, "Crucible of Identify: The Negro Lower- 
Class Family," Daedalus 95 (1968): 258-261. 
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their paternal roles.3 With the recent increase in the 
professional interest of the role perception and attitudes 
of Black fathers, there still exists the historical context 
of negative and deficient attributes that still influence 
the characterizations of the Black father. McAdoo 
characterized the Black male as "the invisible man" in Black 
families.4 Lack of knowledge of the role perceptions, 
attitudes and behaviors of Black fathers limits the efficacy 
of interventions offered to them by social workers and other 
clinicians/therapists. 
The study was an attempt to gain a better 
understanding of the attitudes and behaviors of Black 
fathers by surveying them directly rather than gathering 
information from their wives, law enforcement agencies or 
social welfare agencies as has been done so often in the 
past. 
Statement of the Problem 
The roles and functions of Black fathers historically 
have been characterized as peripheral, the father himself 
has been termed absent or non-involved in the literature of 
social scientists and researchers. The Black family has 
3Jessie Bernard, "Marital Stability and Patterns of 
Status in Negro-White and White-Negro Marriages," Journal of 
Marriage and the Family. 28 (November 1966): 274-276. 
“John McAdoo, Black Families (Beverly Hills, Calif.: 
Sage Publications, 1988), 257. 
3 
been characterized as a matrilocal one due to the presumed 
dominance of the mother. Much research has been done on the 
roles of the mother but little has been done to clarify and 
explain the roles of the father, this represent the major 
limitation of previous studies done on the Black father. 
The Black father has been termed unavailable and difficult 
to reach by researchers. This suggests that sources other 
than Black fathers have been used to explain their roles in 
the family. 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to examine the parental 
attitudes and behaviors of Afro-American fathers as they 
relate to father-child interactions. 
By conducting a study of this nature, it is hoped 
that the heretofore negative characterizations of the role 
of Black fathers can begin to be critically re-examined from 
a non-deficit perspective, utilizing a more humanistic, 
developmental and supportive approach. 
A second objective of this study is to add to the 
scant body of literature that is beginning to acknowledge 
Black fathers who are upwardly mobile and working toward 
higher levels of education and socioeconomic achievements 
for themselves and their families. 
Research in this area has to focus on Black families 
themselves and their measured attitudes toward parenting, 
4 
parenting behaviors and their efforts at socializing their 
children. 
Clinical social workers who provide therapeutic 
services to Black families must become knowledgeable of the 
historical development of the Black family and how the Black 
males role in the family has evolved. 
They must have an appreciation for the role that the 
Black male plays as father and father figure in order to 
develop successful and meaningful intervention strategies 
and culturally specific therapeutic modalities. The need 
now is critical for more scientific data, theoretical 
knowledge concerning the roles, attitudes and behaviors of 
Black fathers. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
African-American family life has its origins in 
Africa. A study of African-American family life must have 
its origins in Africa. In order to comprehend the patterns 
of and strengths of African-American families such as its 
religiosity, its extended kinship networks and its high 
regard for the elderly and young members of its families, 
one must give attention to the similarities in African 
family life such as its religiosity, its reverence for 
ancestors, its communal spirit and living arrangements. 
There is a sense that its children are part of the community 
rather than children of a man and wife only. 
There are several distinct patterns of African family 
life; family life was primarily communal, a marriage united 
two families rather than two people.1 The network of 
extended kin had considerable influence on and 
responsibility for its development and well-being. Marriage 
was entered to and ended with the blessing and support of 
the community. Family life was the center of African 
civilization and was the center of economic, religious and 
xJohn H. Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom (New York: 
Alfred A. Knof, Inc., 1956), 11. 
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political functions.2 The most striking feature of the 
African community and family life was the dominant position 
of the male. This masculine role was guided, supported and 
limited by custom and tradition which also provided for a 
substantial role for the women. 
While patterns of African family life varied somewhat 
from region to region and people to people within the large 
sub-Saharan African continent, there were nevertheless some 
major patterns which were distinctive features of family 
life in a pastoral, agrarian, tropical region of Africa.3 
Patrilineal societies were those of the Ibo of 
Eastern Nigeria, the Yoruba of Western Nigeria and the 
Dohomeans. The Ashanti of Ghana were matrilineal and the 
Yako people, for example, were duolineal. 
The structure of family life, while varying among 
different ethnic groups followed three distinct patterns 
including monogamous, polygamous and polygynous marriages. 
One man and one woman often lived together in their 
own home with their own children in a monogamous 
relationship. This pattern was common and normative but not 
the dominant pattern. In the West African territories, 
where most of the American enslaved Blacks originated, 
2John S. Mbiti, African Religions and Philosophy 
(Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1969), 174. 
3Andrew Billingsley, Evolution of the Black Race 
(National Urban League, 1974), 8. 
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polygamous marriages, where one man was married to more than 
one woman was probably the dominant pattern of marriage. 
This pattern was far from random or exploitative in 
that it reguired the agreement and cooperation of all 
parties involved, particularly that of the first wife. 
Another feature of African family life was the 
polygamous marriage which was less common than the other two 
and occurred in situations where there were fewer women than 
men. 
An additional distinct feature of African family life 
was the descent patterns. There were three major descent 
patterns in matrilineal societies. People reckoned their 
kinship line through the mother's ancestry line alone. 
Fathers in this situation, such as with the Ashanti people, 
had no legal rights to the custody of their children.4 
However, the natural affection between father and child was 
recognized and honored in a variety of ways. Fathers had 
defined rights and responsibilities with respect to their 
children, though the basic "fatherhood" rights were invested 
in the children's maternal uncle. 
A second descent pattern was patrilineal. In 
patrilineal societies, people approximated their kinship 
through the father's ancestry line only. 
“Robert A. Lystad, The Ashanti : A Proud People (New 
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1958), 207-250. 
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Thus, many of the Western conceptions of motherhood 
roles were bestowed upon and performed by the father's 
sister and his mother. In both matrilineal and patrilineal 
societies, grandmothers played an unusually prominent role 
in the care and protection of the grandchildren.5 
Grandparents of both husband and wife were highly 
respected and had great importance for the entire familial 
system, in part because they stood between ordinary citizens 
and their ancestors. They, in effect, were the Africans 
link to the past.6 
A less common pattern was the duolineal one in which 
individuals reckoned their kinship lines through the mother 
and the father. This pattern of descent, which is most 
common in Western societies today, was the least common in 
sub-Sahara Black Africa. 
In any case, however, among the three descent 
patterns, children in the families belonged not to one or 
both parents alone, but to the entire ethnic group or 
community or people with whom they reckoned their lineage. 
Thus, family life was a community affair in the fullest 
sense. 
The communal aspect of African family life was 
reflected in its pattern of residence. It was uncommon for 
5Daryll Forde, The Yako of Nigeria (New York: Oxford 
University Press, Inc., 1950), 207-251. 
6Melville J. Hershovits, Dahomey: An Ancient West 
African Kingdom (New York: J.J. Augustin, 1938), 29-77. 
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a man and a woman and their children to live in their own 
house. It was more common for them to live in a larger 
group — in a compound within the housing facilities of 
their parents or their people. Sometimes the family lived 
within the compound of the husband and the father's people. 
Other times, they lived in the compound of the mother's 
people. Still on other occasions, they alternated between 
the one and the other following a duo-local pattern of 
residence.7 
Though with diverse patterns of residence, lineage 
and marriage, the common thread of African family life was 
its communality, its organization and its functions which 
provided in all cases for the care and protection of its 
children and the survival of its race. 
The Dysfunctional View 
The most salient aspect of the study of Black family 
life are the diverse theoretical perspectives of authors and 
social scientists. 
The "Moynihan Report"8 has influenced many social 
researchers, Black and white alike, with its reference to 
the perceived pathology of the Black family. 
7Ibid. 
8Moynihan, The Negro Family. The Case for National 
Action. 8. 
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Moynihan's data, which were drawn from census data 
drew misleading conclusions from weak and insufficient data; 
it fostered a racist view that it is not racism, 
discrimination or lack of sufficient economic opportunities 
but inherent weaknesses in the Negro himself that account 
for the present status of inequality between Negroes and 
whites. 
The Moynihan Report drew the hypothesis that: the 
values of Negroes are such that there is little commitment 
to the main components of an organized family, legitimacy, 
marital stability, etc. 
The conclusion drawn was that the Negro family 
tolerates promiscuity, illegitimacy, one-parent families and 
welfare dependency. 
This report characterized the Negro family as 
matriarchal, this was a pathological and dysfunctional view. 
Moynihan's work is primarily related to the cultural 
ethnocentric view of E. Franklin Frazier who stated that the 
Negro women at the time of emancipation, were already 
"accustomed to playing the dominant role in marriage and 
family relations" and that this role persisted in the 
decades of rural life that followed.9 
Moynihan's study found that 25 percent of Negro 
families were headed by females, that nearly a quarter of 
9E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United 
States (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1939), 
298. 
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Negro children were born out of wedlock, he concluded that 
the deterioration of the fabric of Negro society is the 
deterioration of the Negro family and is the fundamental 
source of the weakness of the Negro community.10 
Contrary to the Moynihan Report, the physical absence 
of the father is found to be unrelated to the self-reported 
violent behavior of Black and white boys. It was found in 
general, however, that identification with a father figure 
is a significant barrier to violent behavior.11 
Parker and Kleiner found that mothers in broken 
family situations had poorer psychological adjustments and 
were less concerned about goals for their children.12 
This suggested that children raised in female-headed 
households would not have the psychological support of their 
mothers. 
This research makes the argument that matriarchy and 
female-headed households are pathological and undermine any 
male-female relationships in the family. 
The Moynihan Report takes notice that the Negro 
family has been adversely affected by discrimination, 
semicaste positions and unemployment, however, he stated 
10Moynihan, The Negro Family. The Case for National 
Action, p. 12. 
“David Brownfield, "Father-Son Relationships and 
Violent Behavior," Deviant Behavior 8 (1987): 65-78. 
12Seymor Parker and Robert Kleiner, "Characteristics of 
Negro Mothers in Single-Headed Households," Journal of 
Marriage and the Family 28 (1966): 507-513. 
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that it has become a self-perpetuating subculture propelled 
and sustained, to a considerable degree, by its own internal 
dynamics of family role deviancy. A further implication of 
this argument is the idea that the problems of the Negro 
family can be explained not only as the result of overt 
behavioral family role deviance and as a direct response to 
external societal pressures, but also as an 
institutionalization of a deviant family role system — a 
distinct subculture within the larger society. 
The works of Frazier and Moynihan have influenced the 
establishing of social policies predicated on the assumption 
that the Black family is unstable, disorganized and unable 
to provide its members with the social and psychological 
support and development needed to assimilate fully into 
American society. Glazer and Moynihan state that the "Negro 
has no culture to guard and protect."13 
Frazier believed that Black American marriage and 
family patterns, customs and structures were the consequence 
of slavery and American culture, not African cultural 
transfers. He did not accept Hershovits' conclusion that 
Black family structure, marital customs and sexual practices 
were derived from African cultures. 
Frazier interpreted "indiscriminate" and extramarital 
sexual behavior among Blacks as being a product of slavery 
13Nathan Glazer and Daniel P. Moynihan, Beyond the 
Melting Pot (Cambridge, Mass.: The M.I.T. Press and The 
Harvard University Press, 1963), 51. 
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and unrelated to customs and practices in traditional 
polygamous African cultures.14 
Frazier's assertion that as "a result of the manner 
in which the 'Negro' was enslaved, the "Negro's" African 
cultural heritage has had practically no effect on the 
evolution of his family in the United States" reflected the 
views of Stanley Elkins.15 Elkins concluded that while 
significant African cultural traits such as names and 
folklore, did survive initially, they were eventually lost 
or distorted. 
If the culture of the African slaves was destroyed, 
then it is hopeless to expect that the evolution of the 
Black family was influenced by that culture. This 
represents the logic of the cultural ethnocentric school. 
According to Billingsley family life among Black 
people in the United States had its origins in Black 
Africa.16 When Blacks were forcibly brought to America, 
beginning in the early 17th century, they brought with them 
memories, values, attitudes and behavior patterns of 
traditional African family and community life. 
14Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States. 298. 
15Stanley Elkins, Slavery: A Problem in American 
Intellectual Life (New York: Grosset and Dunlap, 1959), 101. 
16Andrew Billingsley, Evolution of the Black Race. 8. 
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The Cultural Relativity View 
The cultural relativity view, primarily in reaction 
to the cultural ethnocentric view, advocates that the Black 
family is a functional entity. This view is expounded by 
Billingsley, Young, and Nobles.17 This school of thought 
recognizes the African Cultural continuum, although not all 
proponents of this view agree on the extent to which African 
culture has influenced the Black Americans cultural 
orientation. Hershovits considered the influences of 
African culture on American Blacks to be reflected in 
language, music, art, house structure, dance, traditional 
religion and healing practices.18 
Proponents of the cultural relativism view point out 
that slavery did not totally destroy the traditional African 
base of Black family functioning.19 
Young asserts that Blacks are not merely versions of 
white Americans impoverished by lack of access to many of 
the rewards of American culture. She proposes that southern 
17John Billingsley, Black Families in White America 
(Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1968); Virginia 
Young, "Family and Childhood in a Southern Negro Community," 
American Anthropologist 72 (April 1970): 269-288; Wade 
Nobles, "Africanity: Its Role in Black Families," The Black 
Scholar 9 (June 1974): 10-17. 
18Melville J. Hershovits, The Myth of the Negro Past 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1958), 43-53. 
19John Blassingame, The Slave Community (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1972). 
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rural Black families were culturally distinct from white 
families and demonstrated retention of African forms. 
Young interpreted the patterns of high illegitimacy 
rates and frequent marital dissolutions as natural to the 
emotional underpinnings of the family and thus functional. 
Nobles has indicated that the Black family is 
oriented primarily toward extended families, in that most 
Black families involve a system of kinship ties.20 The 
extended family is assumed to provide support for family 
members, either as assistance for protection or for 
mobility. The extended family in the Black community 
consists not only of conjugal and blood relatives, but of 
non-relatives as well. Hayes and Mendel suggested that 
minority status in a hostile society strengthens kinship 
ties.21 
In a related study, Dubey found that subjects with a 
high degree of powerlessness were significantly more 
oriented toward the extended family, raising the question as 
to whether the extended family is used as a buffer between 
2°Nobles, "Africanity: Its Role in Black Families," 
10-17. 
21William Hayes and C. H. Mendel, "Extended Kinship in 
Black and White Families," Journal of Marriage and the 
Family 35 (1973): 51-57. 
16 
oppression of the dominant society and the unmet needs of 
the family.22 
Stack proposed that the extended family is, in part, 
a strategy for meeting physical, emotional and economic 
needs of Black families and involves a reciprocal network of 
sharing to counter the lack of economic resources.23 
Characterizations of the Black Male 
Characterizations of the Black male center around 
three interrelated postulates: (1) that the Black male has 
been emasculated by white society; (2) that the emasculation 
process has prevented him from coming to full emotional 
maturity, and (3) as a result of these processes, the Black 
male tends to be a poor husband and father. These 
postulates are grounded in the experience of slavery and its 
residual effects, in the contemporary situation in which 
Black males are prevented by societal forces in performing 
satisfactorily as husbands and fathers.24 The institution 
of slavery is generally assumed to have been destructive to 
the institution of marriage in that it flagrantly subverted 
22Samati N. Dubey, "Powerlessness and Orientation 
Toward Family and Children: A Study in Deviance," Indian 
Journal of Social Work 32 (1971): 35-43. 
23Carol Stack, All Our Kin Strategies for Survival (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1974). 
24Ronald L. Taylor, "Socialization to the Black Male 
Role," in The Black Male in America, eds. D. Y. Wilkerson 
and R. L. Taylor (Chicago: Nelson Hall, 1978), 1-7. 
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the relations between the sexes. The system imposed 
responsibilities on Black women that were inconsistent with 
the conventional feminine role vis-a-vis the masculine role 
and granted them an "unnatural" superiority over Black men. 
The inferior role in which he was cast — docile, humble and 
irresponsible is alleged to have compromised and severely 
damaged his masculinity. However, the role he came to play 
with such skill was itself an adaptive device purchased at 
considerable psychic cost. Hence, the process of 
emasculation begun under slavery was compounded and 
intensified by the relationship to women it imposed and a 
somewhat similar set of circumstances produced the same 
effects on subsequent generations of Black men. The 
combination of contemporary social and economic factors 
conspire to limit the Black male's access to status and 
economic resources so that his ability to perform as husband 
and father is greatly undermined. Accordingly his 
contribution to the family as bread winner is relatively 
less than that of his spouse. Since the allocation of 
authority and prestige in the family is typically assessed 
on the relative contribution of each partner to the 
marriage, the Black male's influence and status in the 
family is greatly reduced. The effect is an expansion of 
the female role and influence in the household at the 
expense of the male, hence the matriarchal structure of the 
Black family. The inability to function successfully in the 
18 
male role, it is claimed, may be experienced as a loss of 
masculinity and social identity, which he may attempt to 
recoup by active involvement in the life of the street or by 
leaving the household unit. 
Haki Madhubuti describes the Black two-parent 
household as rapidly becoming a vanishing breed in the 
United States.25 He states that many Black fathers who 
leave the family situation very seldom contribute to the 
upkeep of their children at the same level that they would 
if they were present in the home. He says that the 
description of the Black family has come partially through 
the elimination, displacement, assimilation and/or co-opting 
of Black men. He asserts that Black males have a warped 
understanding of their roles as providers, husbands and 
fathers. It is superseded by the street pimp mentality. 
The impotency of the Black male population has forced Black 
women to be strong and resourceful in unusual ways, as in 
the number of Black women who work outside the home. Many 
outside the Black community confuse this strength with 
dominance and thus, conclude that the two-parent Black 
family is basically matriarchal, which is definitely not 
true.26 
25Haki R. Madhubuti, Black Men: Obsolete. Singlef and 
Dangerous? The African-American Family in Transition (Third 
World Press, 1990), 85-87. 
26Robert L. Staples, "Toward a Sociology of the Black 
Family: A Decade of Theory and Research," Journal of 
Marriage and the Family 33 (February 1976): 19-38. 
19 
Schultz talks of the quasi-father.27 He describes 
him as someone who supports the family regularly, is 
concerned with the children of his girlfriend. He 
frequently visits the family during the week and that the 
relationship is not ordinarily clandestine. Schultz 
describes another paternal role of the Black male as "The 
Supportive Biological Father", one who actively supports the 
children and their mother without seriously considering 
marrying her. 
Roles of the Afro-American Father 
The role of the father is the least explored facet of 
the Black male's involvement in the family. Historically, 
the role of Black males as fathers has been controversial.28 
The lack of understanding and knowledge about the 
contributions of fathers to the socialization process has 
been true also for white fathers.29 In contrast to Black 
fathers, however, it was assumed that white fathers 
functioned in their role. The reason for this was that 
27David Schultz, "The Role of the Boyfriend," in The 
Black Family: Essays and Studies, ed. R. Staples (Belmont, 
CA: Wadsworth, 1971), 94-100. 
2SW. E. Cross, "Black Family and Black Identity: A 
Literature Review," Western Journal of Black Studies 2 
(Summer 1978): 111-124; Robert Hill, The Strengths of Black 
Families, (New York: National Urban League, Emerson Hall, 
1971). 
29M. E. Lamb, The Role of the Father in Child 
Development (New York: John Wiley, 1976). 
20 
there was limited scientific evidence concerning their 
influence. This was the fault of social scientists, who 
frequently used mothers as subjects for exploring parental 
roles of men. Indeed, much data on Black fathers has been 
gathered through research done with Black mothers and wives. 
Several research projects were reactions to the Moynihan 
Report of 1965. 
Later explorations came as a result of the 
shortcomings in the literature and limited knowledge 
regarding demographic differences among Black fathers. 
The major shortcomings in the body of scientific 
knowledge were that researchers (a) failed to recognize the 
existence of a Black culture and the antecedent African 
experience and examine social roles in that context;30 (b) 
neglected to interview Black fathers and observe father- 
child interactions for demographic differences;31 (c) 
observed and investigated Black family life using the very 
poorest families as subjects and generalized the findings to 
3°Marie F. Peters, "The Black Family: Perpetuating the 
Myths: An Analysis of Family Sociology Textbook Treatment of 
Black Families," Family Coordinator 23 (October 1974): 349- 
357. 
31John McAdoo, "Father-Child Interaction Patterns and 
Self-Esteem in Black Preschool Children," Young Children 34 
(January 1979): 46-53. 
21 
all Black families; and (d) used theoretical models limited 
to Western cultural lifestyles.32 
McAdoo examined several roles of the Black father;33 
the provider, the father's influence in decision making 
related to child rearing, nurturing and control functions; 
the father's expectations of his children; and interaction 
patterns between father and child. 
In Parsons and Bales' description of the instrumental 
and expressive modes of the family process, the father was 
described as playing only an instrumental role.34 That is, 
he was seen as being primarily a provider who both protected 
the family from the outside world and was the conduit of 
information and resources between the family and the outside 
world. 
Cazenave has provided evidence that fathers are 
engaged in expressive socialization functions, in contrast 
to the provider role as a parenting style in focusing 
exclusively on the lack of parental participation, 
32Wade Nobles, "African Philosophy: Foundations for 
Black Psychology," in Black Psychology, ed. R. L. Jones (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1980), 23-26. 
33Harriette McAdoo, "Factors Related to Stability in 
Upwardly Mobile Black Families," Journal of Marriage and the 
Family 40 (November 1978): 761-776. 
34Talcott Parsons and R. F. Bales, Family Socialization 
and Interaction Process (The Macmillan Company, 1955), 46. 
22 
involvement and expressiveness.35 In his research, with 
middle-income Black fathers, Cazenave notes that the greater 
the economic security, the more active the father becomes in 
the child-rearing functions. 
Price-Bonham and Skeen noted that the effectiveness 
of the Black father in his role as provider is viewed as 
dependent on his ability to aid in supporting his family and 
to share the provider role with his wife, thus legitimizing 
his authority within the family and allowing him to serve as 
a model of responsible behavior to his children.36 Tausch 
noted that Black fathers and fathers of other racial and 
ethnic groups, saw themselves as more than economic 
providers to their families and they valued companionship to 
their children more than the provider role.37 The role of 
provider, for these fathers may have presented a dilemma for 
them, since the amount of time fathers spent with their 
children was partially controlled by employment pressures. 
Willie has described the Black family as egalitarian 
in their decision-making patterns, which suggests that Black 
35Noel Cazenave, "Middle Income Black Fathers: An 
Analysis of the Provider Role," The Family Coordinator 28 
(1979): 583-593. 
36Sharon Price-Bonham and Patsy Skeen, "A Comparison of 
Black and White Fathers with Implications for Parents' 
Education," The Family Coordinator 28 (1979): 53-59. 
37R. J. Tausch, "The Role of the Father in the Family," 
Journal of Experimental Education 20 (1952): 319-36. 
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parents cooperate in decision-making and child-rearing.38 
Much of this literature was in reaction to the assertion 
that the Black family was matriarchal in structure.39 They 
found that Black families appear to be more egalitarian than 
white families, with the Black middle-class family being 
more egalitarian than any other type. Jackson reported that 
lower-class Black fathers tended to be more patriarchal in 
their decision-making patterns than lower-class white 
fathers and Black and white middle-income fathers.40 Her 
review of selected literature on Black and white families 
noted that wife-dominant families were more characteristic 
of white professional families with unemployed wives. 
The studies related to child-rearing and decision¬ 
making in Black and white families also indicate that the 
predominant pattern is egalitarian. That is, fathers share 
equally in the decisions about the child's needs. McAdoo 
had previously found that middle-income Black fathers shared 
38Charles V. Willie, "Four Classic Studies of Power 
Relationships in Black Families: A Review and Look to the 
Future," Journal of Marriage and the Family 40-41 (1978): 
691-696. 
39Moynihan, The Negro Family. The Case for National 
Action. 12. 
4°Jacqueline Jackson, Ordinary Black Husbands: The 
Truly Hidden Men. The Role of the Father in Child 
Development (New York: John Wiley, 1978), 139-144. 
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equally with their wives in decisions on child-rearing 
activities.41 
Mack found that regardless of race or class, fathers 
perceived themselves as the dominant decision makers.42 
Very few studies related to father's expectations and 
parenting style exist. Bartz and Levine, in a study of 455 
parents of different ethnic groups, noted that fathers of 
all socioeconomic classes shared similar expectations of 
their children's behavior.43 Ethnic differences in 
father's expectations of their children's behavior were a 
matter of degree and not kind. Working-class fathers of all 
ethnic groups and races believed that children should help 
formulate rules and have the right to express their own 
ideas within the family. Black fathers and fathers of other 
ethnic groups think parents earn the respect of their 
children by being fair, not by imposing parental will or 
authority. 
Bartz's data seemed to suggest that lower 
socioeconomic Black fathers may be changing their 
traditional values to meet the new demands for socialization 
41McAdoo, "Factors Related to Stability in Upwardly 
Mobile Black Families," 761-776. 
42Delores Mack, "Power Relationships in Black 
Families," Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 30 
(September 1978): 409-413. 
43Karen Bartz and Elaine Levine, "Child Rearing and 
Black Parents: A Description and Comparison to Anglo and 
Chicano Parents," Journal of Marriage and the Family 40 
(1978): 709-720. 
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in society. However, it is clear from other literature that 
many of them retain and support the values of their 
socioeconomic status.44 These men see themselves as the 
head of the family and they believe they are expected to 
provide punishment to their children for transgressing 
externally imposed rules and regulations. They are strict, 
using physical as opposed to verbal punishment liberally. 
The child's punishment is related to the transgression's 
consequence rather than the intent of the child's actions. 
Cazenave, in reviewing the changes in child-rearing 
activities in two generations of Black fathers, found that 
middle-income fathers reported being more actively involved 
than their fathers in child-rearing activities.45 This 
sample was more actively involved in changing their 
children's diapers, in babysitting, and in playing with 
their children than their fathers had been. They reported 
spending more time with their children and claimed to punish 
their children physically less often than their fathers had 
punished them. Cazenave's findings denote an expressive 
function in contrast to those of Parsons and Bales 
instrumental assumptions. 
““Staples, "Toward a Sociology of the Black Family: A 
Decade of Theory and Research," 19-38; Taylor, 
"Socialization to the Black Male Role," 1-7. 
“Cazenave, "Middle Income Black Fathers: An Analysis 
of the Provider Role," 583-593. 
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McAdoo's study had similar results to Cazenave's, in 
that they both found that Black parents were equally 
involved in making child-rearing decisions.46 Most of 
these fathers could be described as traditional in their 
values toward child rearing. They expected their child to 
respond immediately to their commands, would almost never 
allow angry temper tantrums from their child and perceived 
themselves and their attitudes toward child-rearing as 
moderate to very strict. 
These fathers expected good behavior from their 
children as opposed to assertive and independent behavior. 
These fathers were more likely to tell the child that they 
approved of his good behavior as opposed to hugging and 
kissing them. Their attitudes were similar to Baumrind's 
authoritarian father. 
Baumrind, in a series of research studies, has 
described three parenting styles that cut across all ethnic 
groups.47 The permissive, authoritarian and authoritative 
parents have different child-rearing values and different 
expectations for their own role behaviors. She describes 
the permissive father as the father who responds to his 
46McAdoo, "Father-Child Interaction Patterns and Self- 
Esteem in Black Preschool Children," 46-53. 
47Diane Baumrind, "Effects of Authoritative Parental 
Control on Child Behavior," Child Development 37 (1966): 
887-907; Diane Baumrind, "Child Care Practices Anteceding 
Three Patterns of Preschool Behavior," Genetic Psychology 
Monographs 75 (1967): 43-88. 
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child's impulses, desires and actions in a non-punitive, 
accepting and affirmative manner. 
This is the father who made very few demands on his 
child for orderly behavior or doing household chores. He 
sees himself as a consultant to be used as the child desires 
and not as an agent responsible for shaping the child's 
ongoing or future behavior. 
The permissive father differs from the authoritarian 
father in that he attempts to shape, control, and evaluate 
his child's behavior and attitudes in accordance with a set 
standard of conduct. He values and expects obedience as a 
virtue and believes in punitive, forceful measures to 
control the child's behavior when it is in conflict with 
what the father believes is right. There are few give-and- 
take discussions. The child is expected to accept the 
father's view of what is right. 
Baumrind describes the authoritative father as a 
composite of the best points of the authoritarian and 
permissive fathers. This father, according to Baumrind's 
findings, also attempts to direct the child's activities but 
in a more rational, issue-oriented manner. The 
authoritative father is able to encourage give-and-take 
discussions and gives reasons for his rules and 
expectations. The authoritative father tends to value both 
expressive and instrumental attributes, both autonomous 
self-will and disciplined authority. This father provides 
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firm control with explanations when the child violates 
family policy. He believes in the use of reasoning as well 
as power in achieving his objectives with the child. 
Baumrind asserts that authoritative fathers promoted 
purposive and dominant behavior in boys and girls. 
Authoritative paternal control was associated with the 
development of social responsibility in boys and achievement 
in girls. 
Baumrind found by observing Black and white fathers 
and their preschool children, that there were differences in 
the father's behavior and expectations of children 
associated with their grades. There were few significant 
differences in Black and white fathers expectations of their 
son's behavior. Black sons were expected to behave in a 
more mature fashion and the fathers were likely to encourage 
independent behavior. Fathers of Black girls appeared to be 
significantly different from fathers of white girls in their 
parenting styles and child-rearing practices. The Black 
fathers did not encourage individuality and independence or 
provide enrichment of their daughter's environment. 
Black fathers did not promote nonconformity and were 
authoritarian in their practices. 
Baumrind drew the conclusions that socialization 
practices which would characterize Black families as 
authoritarian by white social science standards and 
therefore in need of change, actually benefit Black 
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daughters. In comparing Black and white daughters of 
authoritarian parents, Baumrind found that Black daughters 
were exceptionally independent and at ease in the nursery 
school setting where the observations took place. 
Black authoritarian fathers and families differ 
significantly from white authoritarian families in the 
degree to which they adhere to rigid standards. White 
fathers who were found to be authoritarian in Baumrind's 
studies were more likely to be seen as having an 
authoritarian personality syndrome. 
The role of the Black father in parent-child 
relationships has not been explored very well.48 Staples 
concludes that the Black male may be difficult to reach, the 
implication being that social science researchers select 
other sources for their information on Black fathers. 
Most researchers doing family relationship studies 
generally collect data on fathers from mothers and/or 
wives,49 neglect to control for social class and focus on 
the impact of absent fathers. There is lacking a theory 
which describes how these relationships differ over the life 
span of the child's development within the family. Theories 
explaining the parent-child relationship should address 
48Staples, "Toward a Sociology of the Black Family," 
19-38. 
49McAdoo, "Father-Child Interaction Patterns and Self- 
Esteem in Black Preschool Children," 46-53. 
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racial, ethnic and social class differences within the 
father-child relationship. 
In the area of parent-child interaction, McAdoo 
hypothesized that the predominant pattern of verbal 
interaction between Black fathers and their sons and 
daughters would be nurturing.50 He was able to support the 
hypothesis: 75 percent of the Black middle-income fathers 
were found to be nurturing toward their children. Fathers 
were equally nurturing toward their sons and daughters. One 
unanticipated finding of his study was that children of 
restrictive parents initiated the interaction between them 
and their fathers significantly more often than children of 
nurturing parents. 
McAdoo was not able to find any relationship between 
a father's interaction patterns and his son's and daughter's 
self-esteem. The children's positive self-esteem lead 
McAdoo to suggest that the relationship between father-child 
interaction and self-esteem may be indirect. 
These studies indicate that Black fathers appear to 
be socializing their daughters to be more competent and 
independent at an early age. His predominant relationship 
and interaction pattern appears to be nurturing, warm and 




During the 1970s and the 1980s fatherhood emerged as 
a male role identity of increasing interest to both the 
general public and social science researchers. Much of this 
heightened interest has been due to the women's movement, 
the increased number of women in the work force, and the 
changing roles of women in American society, coupled with 
the subsequent impact upon the family system.51 
Corresponding to these societal changes, social scientists 
have started directing some of their research efforts toward 
studying gender with regard to development, differences, and 
role identities. With these societal changes and shifts in 
research trends, a more inclusive exploration of fatherhood 
was initiated. The currently expanding areas of study 
pertaining to fatherhood include identifying determinants of 
role performance among fathers, assessing the extent of 
paternal involvement in the socialization and care of 
children, and describing the qualities of the father-child 
relationship. 
Role theory is a set of bridging concepts with the 
central concept being social. Role theory is also defined 
as a set of concepts and constructs describing behavior and 
51Debbie Bryan, "The Role Perception of African- 
American Fathers" (Unpublished Masters Thesis, Atlanta 
University, Atlanta, Georgia, 1989). 
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linking behavioral phenomena. Behaviors are responses 
relative to other people and/or social situations. 
Role theory provides constructs for examining and 
describing the transactional interactions of two or more 
members of a social group as they seek to adjust to others 
within a social system.52 
In a family, behavior responses of the status 
occupants (the actor or person who exacts the role) are 
transactional. 
The types of roles designated for the father are the 
instrumental role; denoting the provision of resources and 
services by the father for his mate and their children, the 
expressive role; denoting a nurturing and caring role, his 
implementation of parental authority, and interpersonal 
relationships within the family. Billingsley asserts that 
the roles in Black families are shared, an assertion that 
the Black male demonstrates role complimentarity in his 
functions as a father.53 
Research Questions 
1. Do Black fathers have a strong belief in physical 
punishment as a method of instilling discipline in their 
children? 
52Herbert A. Strean, Casework with Ego-Fragmented 
Parents (1968), 196. 
“Billingsley, Black Families in White America. 
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2. Do Black fathers express a lack of empathy for 
their children in their child rearing attitudes and 
behaviors? 
3. Do Black fathers demonstrate role reversal in 
relating to their children? 
4. Do Black fathers have inappropriate expectations 




A descriptive or quasi-experimental research design 
was employed to examine the current attitudes and behaviors 
of Black fathers regarding their child rearing practices in 
the areas of (a) physical punishment, (b) parental 
expectations, (c) empathy for the child, and (d) role 
reversal. 
Participation in the study was voluntary, the 
attitudes were measured by a self-administered questionnaire 
which measured the respondents level of knowledge, 
behaviors, and attitudes regarding their child rearing 
practices. 
Instrumentât!on 
The Adult-Adolescent Parenting Inventory scale was 
administered to the respondents. It is a thirty-two item 
inventory scale designed to assist professionals and 
paraprofessionals in assessing the parenting and child 
rearing attitudes of adolescent and adult populations. 
34 
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The ÀAPI is useful in assessing individual strengths 
and weaknesses involved in child rearing. The standard that 
is set is derived from the inappropriate attitudes and 
practices of parents who have abused and neglected their 
children. Research has found that such standards cut across 
all cultures and ethnic boundaries.1 
The AAPI is designed to measure the parental 
attitudes using four parenting and child-rearing constructs 
most commonly associated with abusive parents. The four 
constructs are: 
A. Inappropriate Parental Expectations of the Child 
B. Lack of Empathy Towards Children's Needs 
C. Parental Belief in Physical Punishment 
D. Parental-Child Role Reversal 
The method of attitudinal measurement selected for 
the AAPI was the method of summated ratings developed by 
Likert (1932). A five point selection range is employed: 
SA = Strongly Agree; A = Agree: V = Undecided; D = Disagree; 
SD = Strongly Disagree. 
For construct A, there are six items in that 
subscale, for construct B, there are eight items, for 
construct C, there are ten items and eight items for 
construct D. 
1Stephen Bavolek, Parent-Child Relationships Nurturing 
Today (Eau Claire, WI: Family Development Resources, Inc., 
1987), 3. 
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The items which relate to construct A, "Inappropriate 
Expectations of Children" are numbers 6, 10, 16, 17, 20, and 
27. Items which relate to construct B, "Lack of Empathy" 
are 5, 18, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, and 31. Items which relate 
to construct C, "Belief in Physical Punishment" are 2, 8, 9, 
12, 13, 15, 19, 22, 25, and 29. The items which relate to 
construct D, "Role Reversal" are 1, 3, 4, 7, 11, 14, 30, and 
32. (See Appendix A of the instrument.) 
Operational Definitions 
Inappropriate Parental Expectations of the Child 
Beginning very early in the infant's life, some 
parents tend to inaccurately perceive the skills and 
abilities of their children. Steele and Pollack found that 
parents in their study group expected and demanded a great 
deal from their infants and children and did so 
prematurely.2 Inappropriate expectations stem from the 
parent's own inadequate perceptions of self, as well as, 
from a lack of knowledge relative to the capabilities and 
needs of children at each stage of development. 
The effects of inappropriate parental expectations 
upon children are debilitating. Martin suggests that when 
these expectations are impossible to meet, children perceive 
2Brandt Steele and Carl Pollack, "A Psychiatric Study 
of Parents who Abuse Infants and Small Children," in The 
Battered Child, eds. C. H. Kempe and R. E. Heifer (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1968). 
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themselves as being worthless, as failures and as 
unacceptable and disappointing to adults. Treated as if 
they were older than they really are, children are often 
left to care for themselves, or are left to care for younger 
siblings, to help with the washing, house cleaning, food 
preparation and serving at a very early age.3 
Lack of Empathy Towards Children's Needs 
Empathie awareness of children's needs entails the 
ability of a parent to understand the condition or state of 
mind of children without actually experiencing the feelings 
of the child. To emphasize as a parent is to participate in 
children's feelings and ideas. 
Parental Belief in Physical Punishment 
Parents who use physical punishment often believe 
babies should not be "given into" nor allowed to "get away 
with anything". They must periodically be shown "who is the 
boss" and to respect authority so they will not become sassy 
or stubborn.4 
Physical attacks by the abusing parent are not often 
a haphazard, uncontrolled, impulsive discharge of aggression 
3Herbert Martin, "The Environment of the Abused Child," 
in The Abused Child: A Multidisciplinary Approach to 
Developmental Issues and Treatment, ed. H. Martin 
(Cambridge: Ballinger, 1976). 
“Brandt Steele, Working With Abusive Parents from a 
Psychiatric Point of View (DHEW Publication No. (OHD) 70-75) 
(Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1975). 
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by the parent toward their children. Studies appear to 
indicate that abusive parents utilize physical punishment as 
a unit of behavior designed to punish and correct specific 
bad conduct or inadequacy on the part of the children. 
Parent-Child Role Reversal 
In this construct, children are expected to be 
sensitive and responsible for much of the happiness of the 
parents.5 
Flanzaich and Dunsavage describe parent-child role 
reversal as an interchanging of traditional role behaviors 
between a parent and child, so that the child adopts some of 
the behaviors traditionally associated with parents.6 Role 
reversal is essentially the parent acting like a helpless, 
needy child looking to his/her own child as if it were an 
adult who could provide parental care and comfort. 
Sampling 
The sampling procedure used was the technique of 
availability sampling. It is a type of non-probability 
sampling and is sometimes called accidental sampling. 
Grinnell gives the example of a research stationing himself 
in a location of high public usage such as a shopping center 
5Martin, "The Environment of the Abused Child." 
6M. Flanzaich and T. Dunsavage, "Role Reversal in 
Abused/Neglected Families: Implications for Child Welfare 
Workers," Children Today 6 (1977): 13-15. 
39 
or auditorium to interview as many people as can be induced 
to cooperate.7 Using this as a guideline, ten locations in 
Atlanta, such as shopping malls, large office buildings, 
crowded parks, universities, technical schools and plants 
such as General Motors, where large numbers of Black men are 
known to frequent or work were selected as locations for 
selecting the samples. Twenty respondents from each 
selected location were briefly interviewed to see if they 
met the criteria of being fathers. The questionnaire was 
explained to them, they were asked to complete the 
questionnaire, place it in a stamped envelope that was 
provided for them. The addresses of the respondents were 
obtained in order to send a thank-you note or a note 
prompting delinquent respondents to send in the completed 
questionnaire. In this manner two hundred seventy-five 
questionnaires were passed out. Since a major disadvantage 
of the self-administered questionnaire is a low response 
rate,8 it was hoped that at least one hundred 
questionnaires would be returned, so the first one hundred 
completed questionnaires were accepted for the study. 
Although a minimum of one hundred questionnaires was hoped 
to be obtained, only seventy-eight questionnaires were 
returned. 
’Richard M. Grinnell, Jr., Social Work Research and 
Evaluation (Itasca, Illinois: F. E. Peacock Publishers, 




A descriptive statistical method utilizing 
percentages and freguencies was employed to measure the 
responses to the four constructs represented in the 
questionnaire. A thirty-two item questionnaire based on a 
five point Likert Scale was administered to two hundred and 
seventy-five Black fathers who were chosen on the basis of 
availability. Some seventy-eight questionnaires were 
completed and returned. 
The questionnaires were collected over a period of 
thirteen months from April 1990 to May 1991. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS 
Table 1 represents the seventy-eight (n = 78) 
participants in this study who ranged in age from 15 to 52; 
12.4% ranged from age 15 to 25, 35.4% ranged from age 26 to 
35, 38.5% ranged from age 36-45, and 13.7% ranged from age 
46 to 52. Some 94% were employed and 5.3% reported being 
unemployed. There were two missing cases. 
In the area of income 13.3% earned between 10,000 and 
14,999, 41.3% earned between 15,000 and 24,999, 24% earned 
between 25,000 and 34,999, and 21.3% earned greater than 
35,000. There were three missing cases. 
In the area of education 27.2% attended grade school 
or high school, 35.5% attended college, 24.3% attended 
graduate school, and 10.1% had done post-graduate work. 
There were eight missing cases. 
In the area of the child's residence some 68.4% 
responded that the child lived with them and 31.6% responded 
that the child did not. There were two missing cases. 
In the construct "Belief in Physical Punishment" on 
Table 1 there were 76 respondents with two missing cases, 
48.7% responded that they believed parents should use 
physical punishment as a means of teaching children right 
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TABLE 1 
BELIEF IN PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT 
Items SA A 
Percent 
u D SD 
1. Parents should never use physical 
punishment to teach their children 
right from wrong. (n = 76) 
13.2 15.8 9.7 48.7 13.2 
2 . Children seldom learn good 
behavior through the use of 
physical punishment. (n = 76) 
7.9 22.4 7.9 46.1 15.8 
3 . Children develop good, strong 
characters through very strict 
discipline. (n = 75) 
4.0 21.3 9.3 44.0 21.3 
4. Parents should never slap their 
children when s/he has done 
something wrong. (n = 76) 
38.2 34.2 5.3 17.1 5.3 
5. Children should always be spanked 
when they misbehave. (n = 76) 
3.9 2.6 2.6 71.1 19.7 
6. Parents have a responsibility to 
spank their children when they 
misbehave. (n = 76) 
5.3 42.1 5.3 36.8 10.5 
7. Children should always "pay the 
price" for misbehaving. (n = 75) 
4.0 18.7 10.7 54.7 12.0 
TABLE 1 (cont.) 
Items SA A 
Percent 
U D SD 
8 . Children often deserve more 
discipline than they get. (n = 75) 
4.0 37.3 20.0 33.3 5.3 
9. Children are more likely to learn 
appropriate behavior when they are 
spanked for misbehaving. (n = 76) 
3.9 27.6 6.6 37.5 22.4 
10. Children should never be forced to 
respect parental authority. (n =76) 




LACK OF EMPATHY FOR CHILDREN 
Percent 
Items SA A U D SD 
1. Parents will spoil their children 
be picking them up and comforting 
them when they cry. (n = 76) 
5.3 11.8 10.5 50.0 22.4 
2. Young children who feel secure of 
ten grow up expecting too much. 
(n - 76) 
15.8 14.5 51.3 18.4 
3. Parents who are sensitive to their 
children's feelings and moods often 
spoil their children. (n = 76) 
5.3 19.7 7.9 48.7 18.4 
4 . Children whose needs are left 
unattended will often grow up to 
be more independent. (n = 76) 
1.3 18.4 7.9 52.6 19.7 
5. Parents who encourage communication 
with their children only end up 
listening to complaints. (n = 76) 
2.7 4.0 2.7 58.7 32.0 
6. Children will guit crying faster if 
they are ignored. (n = 75) 
2.7 12.0 13.3 57.3 14.7 
TABLE 2 (cont.) 
Percent 
Items SA A U D SD 
7 . Children who are given too much love 
by their parents often grow up to 
be stubborn and spoiled. (n = 76) 
5.3 7.9 7.9 50.0 28.9 
8 . Young children who are hugged and 
kissed often grow up to be 
"issues." (n = 76) 
1.3 6.6 44.7 47.4 
ui 
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from wrong, 46.1% responded that they felt that children 
learn good behavior from the use of physical punishment, 
however 44% disagreed with the statement that the use of 
physical punishment is useful in helping children to build 
good, strong character, 71.1% disagreed with the statement 
that children should always be spanked for misbehaving. To 
the statement "children should never be forced to respect 
parental authority some 40.8% responded that they agreed 
with the use of force to instill respect for parental 
authority. 
From an analysis of the results, it appears that 
Black fathers believe strongly in the use of physical 
punishment to instill discipline, respect for parental 
authority, and good behavior in children, however they did 
not feel that children should always be spanked for 
transgressions of parental rules and even though they 
employed the use of physical punishment they did not feel 
that it built good, strong, characters in children. 
In response to the construct "Lack of Empathy" 50% of 
the respondents reported that they disagreed with the 
statement of parents would spoil their children if they 
picked them up and comforted then when they cried, 22.4% 
responded that they strongly disagreed with the statement. 
To the statement "young children who feel secure 
often grow up expecting too much" 51.3% responded that they 





SA A U D SD 
1. Young children should be expected 
to comfort their mother when she 
is feeling blue. (n = 76) 
15.8 30.3 19.7 25.0 9.2 
2. Children should not be the main 
source of comfort and care for 
their parents. (n = 75) 
22.7 49.3 4.0 18.7 5.3 
3. Young children should be 
expected to hug their mother 
when she is said. (n = 75) 
15.8 35.5 15.8 31.6 1.3 
4. A good child will comfort both 
his/her parents after the parents 
have argued. (n = 75) 
4.0 16.0 22.7 45.3 12.0 
5. Young children should be aware of 
ways to comfort their parents 
after a hard days work. (n = 76) 
3.9 17.1 10.5 56.6 11.8 
6. Young children should not be 
responsible for the happiness of 
31.6 48.7 1.3 11.8 6.6 
their parents. (n = 76) 
TABLE 3 (cont.) 
Percent 
Items SA A U D SD 
7. Young children should try to make 
their parents life more pleasurable. 
(n = 75) 
4.0 24.0 20.0 45.3 6.7 
8. Young children should not be 
expected to comfort their father 
when he is upset. (n = 76) 
32.9 10.5 40.8 7.9 
00 
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To the statement "children will quit crying faster if 
they are ignored" 57.3% and 14.7% responded that they 
disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. 
To the statement "children who are given too much 
love by their parents often grow up to be stubborn and 
spoiled" 50% and 28.9% responded that they disagreed and 
strongly disagreed respectively. 
The response on this construct indicate an 
overwhelming majority of the respondents strongly feel an 
empathetic awareness of their children's feelings which 
denote strongly expressive function of these fathers, that 
children are listened to, comforted when hurt or upset, and 
supported when feeling inadequate. 
To the statement "children under three years of age 
should be expected to care for themselves" 84% responded 
that they disagreed with that item. 
To the statement "children should be expected to grow 
physically at about the same rate" 75.1% responded that they 
did not agree with that statement. 
On the item which measured the parents expectations 
that children under three years of age should be expected to 
feed, bathe, and clothe themselves, 72% responded that they 
did not agree with that statement. 
The responses to this construct would indicate that 
the parents had appropriate expectations of their children's 
inability to care for themselves at an early age and that 
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they had some knowledge of the fact that children grow and 
mature at different rates. 
Table 4 represent the percentages of responses to the 
construct "Role Reversal". On the item "young children 
should be expected to comfort their mother when she is blue" 
46.1% responded that they agreed with that statement. 
To the statement "children should not be the main 
source of comfort to their parents," 72% responded that they 
agreed. 
To the statement "young children should be aware of 
ways to comfort their parents after a hard days work," 68.4% 
responded that they did not agree. 
To the statement "young children should not be 
responsible for their parents happiness" 80.3% responded 
that they agreed. 
The responses on this construct indicate the children 
are permitted to "be children" rather than pseudo 
caregivers, that children are not expected to be primary 
caregivers to the parents, that children are valued and 
perceived as worthwhile as individuals and that the needs of 
the children are not secondary to those of the parents. A 
clear understanding of the parents' role as primary 
caregivers to the children is indicated. 
TABLE 4 
INAPPROPRIATE PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS 
Items SA A 
Percent 
U D SD 
1. Children should not be expected 
to talk before the age of one 
year. (n = 76) 
9.2 22.4 14.5 43.4 10.5 
2. Children under three years should 
not be expected to take care of 
themselves. (n =75) 
34.7 49.3 1.3 8.0 6.7 
3 . Parents should expect their 
children to feed themselves by 
twelve months. (n =75) 
1.3 17.3 10.7 46.7 24.0 
4 . Parents should expect their 
children to grow physically at 
about the same rate. (n = 74) 
1.4 10.8 10.8 57.5 17.6 
5. Children under three years should 
not be expected to feed, bathe, and 
clothe themselves. (n = 75) 
20.0 52.0 2.7 22.7 2.7 
6 . Children five months of age are 
seldom capable of sensing what 
their parents expect. (n = 75) 





Item Frequency Percent 
Aae (n = 74 1 
15 - 25 9 12.4 
26 - 35 27 35.4 
36 - 45 29 38.5 
46 - 55 10 13.7 
Employed ( n = 761 
Yes 72 94.7 
No 4 5.3 
Income in thousands Cn = 761 
10,000 - 14,999 10 13.3 
15,000 - 24,999 31 41.3 
25,000 - 34,999 18 24.0 
35,000 - 35,999 16 21.3 
Education ( n = 701 
Grade/High School 19 27.2 
College 25 35.5 
Graduate School 17 24.3 
Post Graduate School 7 10.1 
Children's Residence with Father 
( n.-.= 76J 
Yes 52 68.4 
No 24 31.6 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The results of the analysis of the parental attitudes 
of the Black fathers surveyed indicate a strong belief in 
physical punishment as a means of instilling good behavior 
in children but they also indicate that the fathers do not 
believe that physical punishment builds strong character, 
these results would correlate with Baumrind's authoritarian 
father; one who attempts to control his children through 
forceful and punitive measures, this type of father engages 
in few give and take discussions and his verbal interaction 
with his children is essentially giving directives in which 
the child is expected to accept the father's view of what is 
right. 
The results also indicate a strong expressive 
function of the fathers in the area of empathetic awareness 
and expectations of his children at several developmental 
stages, these results are in contrast to Parsons and Bales' 
assertion that the father plays only an instrumental role in 
the area of child rearing and interaction. The results also 
indicate appropriate parental expectations and the father's 
belief that the children should not be expected to fulfill 
the role of primary caregiver to the parents, these results, 
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except for class distinction indicate that the Black fathers 
surveyed are primarily nurturing, which correlate with 
McAdoo's findings that 75 percent of the Black middle-income 
fathers he surveyed were primarily nurturing toward their 
children. 
In this sample of seventy-eight Black fathers, 68.4 
percent were found to live with their children, these 
results are in direct contrast to the statistic often quoted 
that some 50 percent of Black households are without the 
father living with them. 
Suggested Research Directions 
This study has suggested research directions for 
future studies in this area. One of which is to have a 
larger sample population. A larger sample population and 
the use of a more scientific sample selection procedure 
should allow for a better representation of the population 
selected for study, also a more scientific selection 
procedure using demographics as independent variables would 
give results which could be generalized to the larger 
population of Black fathers. A control group of non-Black 
fathers could be used to correlate the results of this type 
of study, and the use of recorded interviews could be 
utilized to further enhance the efficacy of such a study. 
CHAPTER VI 
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE 
Professional social workers who deliver services to 
Black populations should become aware of the histocultural 
development of the Black family and the evolving role the 
Black male has played as father, role model, and father 
figure- Social workers should be cognicent of the isolation 
and alienation experienced by the Black male which is caused 
by social, political, and economic discrimination. Social 
workers should develop intervention strategies for working 
with Black fathers which begin with the presentation of 
Black mothers for her first pre-natal visit. These 
strategies should involve the father in assisting him in 
becoming more informed about pre-natal care and the birth 
process. Social workers are very involved in the care of 
mothers during the pre- and post-natal care of mothers and 
infants but extremely little is being done to engage the 
fathers. Programs should be implemented in high schools and 
other educational institutions to educate fathers in the 
care and responsibilities of fatherhood before these youths 
and men become fathers. Support and guidance delivered by 
social service agencies should be readily available to 
fathers in conjunction with the support given to mothers. 
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The work of those who advocate for the creation of 
programs for maternal and infant care should also include 
advocacy for creation of programs which are geared toward 
enhancing the role of the father. 
Limitations of the Study 
The limitations of the study include: (1) the lack 
of random sampling, (2) there was no control group used to 
compare the findings to; other ethnic or racial groups were 
not used as a norm in which to compare the results to, and a 
correlation between the demographics of the respondents was 
not made, however since Black fathers in Atlanta can be 
assumed to be similar to Black fathers in other cities, the 
results of this study can be generalized to Black fathers of 





Instructions: This is a volunteer questionnaire, your 
answers are confidential. Please do not write your name on 
the questionnaire. Answer all questions as honestly as 
possible. 
Age : Sex: Male  Female.   Race: 
Circle either: SA - strongly agree 
A - agree 
U - uncertain 
D - disagree 
SD - strongly disagree 
1. Young children should be 
expected to comfort their 
mother when she is feeling 
blu . SA A 
2. Parents should never use 
physical punishment to 
teach their children 
right from wrong. SA A 
3. Children should not be the 
main source of comfort and 
care for their parents. SA A 
4. Young children should be 
expected to hug their 
mother when she is sad. SA A 
5. Parents will spoil their 
children by picking them 
up and comforting them when 
they cry. SA A 
6. Children should not be 
expected to talk before 















7. A good child will comfort 
both of his/her parents 
after the parents have 
argued. 
8. Children seldom learn 
good behavior through the 
use of physical 
punishment. 
9. Children develop good, 
strong characters through 
very strict discipline. 
10. Children under three years 
should not be expected to 
take care of themselves. 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
11. Young children should be 
aware of ways to comfort 
their parents after a hard 
day's work. SA A U D SD 
12. Parents should never slap 
their child when s/he has 
done something wrong. SA A U D SD 
13. Children should always be 
spanked when they misbehave. SA A U D SD 
14. Young children should not 
be responsible for the 
happiness of their 
parents. SA A U D SD 
15. Parents have a responsibility 
to spank their children when 
they misbehave. SA A U D SD 
16. Parents should expect 
their children to feed 
themselves by twelve 
months. SA A U D SD 
17. Parents should expect 
their children to grow 
physically at about the 
same rate. SA A U D SD 
18. Young children who feel 
secure often grow up 
expecting too much. SA A U D SD 
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19. Children should always 
"pay the price" for 
misbehaving. SA À U D SD 
20. Children under three 
years should not be 
expected to feed, 
bathe, and clothe 
themselves. SA A U D SD 
21. Parents who are sensitive 
to their children's 
feelings and moods often 
spoil their children. SA A U D SD 
22. Children often deserve 
more discipline than 
they ge . SA A U D SD 
23. Children whose needs are 
left unattended will often 
grow up to be more 
independent. 
24. Parents who encourage 
communication with their 
children only end up 
listening to complaints. 
25. Children are more likely 
to learn appropriate 
behavior when they are 
spanked for misbehaving. 
26. Children will quit crying 
faster if they are 
ignored. 
27. Children five months of 
age are seldom capable of 
sensing what their 
parents expect. 
28. Children who are given 
too much love by their 
parents often grow up 
to be stubborn and 
spoiled. 
29. Children should never 
be forced to respect 
parental authority. 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
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30. Young children should 
try to make their 
parent's life more 
pleasurable. 
31. Young children who are 
hugged and kissed 
usually grow up to be 
"sissies". 
32. Young children should 
not be expected to 
comfort their father 
when he is upset. 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
SA A U D SD 
APPENDIX B 
DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS 
INCOME RANGE 
$10,000 - 15,000 
$15,000 - 25,000 
$30,000 - 40,000 
$40,000 - and Above 
DOES CHILD LIVE WITH YOU? 
YES 
NO 
ARE YOU EMPLOYED? 
YES 
NO 
YOUR AGE?  
YOUR EDUCATIONAL LEVEL? 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE  
SOME COLLEGE  
COLLEGE GRADUATE  
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